
Mary Katherine Farr Harrison
Mary Katherine Farr Harrison, 88, died March 12 at Norman Regional Hospital following

a short illness.
A memorial service to celebrate her life will be held at 3:00 p.m. Saturday, March 21, at St.

John’s Episcopal Church with the Rev. Dwight Helt officiating.  Burial will be at Sunset Memorial
Park Cemetery in Norman.  Services are under the direction of Havenbrook Funeral Home.

Mary K. was born November 28, 1920, in Clinton to Doane and Ione Farr.  She grew up in
Clinton and attended Lindenwood University, St. Charles, Missouri, and the University of
Oklahoma, graduating from OU in 1942 with a Bachelor’s degree in physical education with an
emphasis on dance.  She was a member of Kappa Kappa Gamma sorority.  While at OU, she
obtained her pilot license.  

She married Roger Harrison in Clinton on July 4, 1942.  After Roger was discharged from
the service in 1946, they made their home in Altus.  She taught several classes of dance in Altus
(ballroom and square dancing, tap and ballet) and also taught physical education at Altus High
School.  She and Roger moved to Norman in 1962.  

In Norman she was an enthusiastic supporter of the University of Oklahoma, especially the
OU School of Dance, helping to found the Dance Partners support group in 2002.  She was on the
Board of Visitors of the College of Fine Arts at OU and was a member of the President’s Associates
Program since its beginning in 1979.  She was an OU football season ticket holder for over 50 years.

Mary K. was also active in her community.  She served on Governor Bellmon’s Council on
Physical Fitness.  She was a Paul Harris Fellow of Rotary International.  For many years, she was
a member of the Altar Guild at St. John’s Episcopal Church and the Assistance League of Norman.

She enjoyed traveling and went on her first long trip with her family to the World’s Fair in
Chicago in 1933.  She went on her first overseas trip to Havana, Cuba, in 1940.  When at OU, she
participated in the Experiment in International Living for one summer in Guadalajara, Mexico,
where she became fluent in Spanish.  She and Roger traveled extensively, with visits that included
Europe, Japan, Australia, and South America.  Many of these trips were to play golf—she was an
avid golfer and was very proud of having made not just one, but TWO holes-in-one.

She was preceded in death by her parents and husband Roger.   
She is survived by her brother Jack Farr and his wife Genevieve of Muskogee; three sons,

Dr. Roger Harrison Jr. and wife Kathy of Norman, Doane Harrison and wife Julie of Norman, and
John Harrison of Edmond; eight grandchildren, Dr. Mike Harrison and wife Terra of Madison,
Wisconsin, Zack Harrison of Norman, Holly Harrison of Dallas, Beth Harrison of Denver, Emily
Harrison Brink and husband Curtis of Denver, Jordan Harrison and wife Chelsey of Atlanta, Meghan
Harrison of McKinney, Texas, and Caitlin Harrison of Norman.

In lieu of flowers, her family requests that memorial contributions be made to the OU
Foundation Dance Partners Fund, OU School of Dance, 560 Parrington Oval, Room 1000, Norman,
OK 73019.

Condolences may be posted online at www.havenbrookfuneralhome.com/Obituaries.htm.
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